Cooper and Roter present some interesting findings that
won't surprise many public health advocates.

“One Picture Is Worth a Thousand Words”

War may be said to be the greatest public health issue.
Barry Levy’s preface and David Parker’s photographs in
our photo essay are compelling and important; but it is the
children’s voices that manage at one time to describe
inhuman horror and human longing for peace.

“We Have Met the Enemy and They Is Us”

The three book reviews in this issue deserve special
notice. They, too, discuss areas that will be the subjects
for a future issue of PHR, with a focus on the precaution-
ary principle. If reduced fertility rates, increased rates of
certain cancers, and the growth in diseases of the immune
system are too invisible to the public, the horrifying defor-
mities in frogs and other amphibians may be what it takes
to raise the questions about chemical use, the lack of ade-
quate health and safety information for most household

and industrial chemicals, and the weakening of monitor-
ing and regulatory authorities. And if we don't do some-
thing soon, maybe the Frog Force [see inside back cover]
led by Captain Ribbitt will!

—Judith Kurland B

LETTER TO

THE EDITOR

The Letters [Public Health Rep 2000;115:108-9] written
in response to Price and Oden’s article “Preventing
Firearm Trauma: The Role of Local Public Health Depart-
ment” [Public Health Rep 1999;114:533-9] typify the gun
violence debate in America. NRA members and pro-gun
advocates take advantage of every opportunity—in the
print media, on call-in radio and television shows, and in
the halls of state legislatures and the US Congress—to
pound home their message that guns make our country a
safer place to live. However, as public health profession-
als, we must be aware of the fallacy of this argument.

We have learned on both the national and local levels
that an armed society is not a safe society. In 1997, there
were 32,436 firearm-related deaths in the United States
(Personal communication, Alexander Crosby, MD, Med-
ical Epidemiologist, National Center for Injury Prevention
and Control, US Centers for Disease Control and Preven-
tion, June 2000). While the US crime and violence rates
are similar to those of other developed countries, our
homicide rate is much higher.! This difference in rates is
primarily attributable to firearms.?

Public health professionals have led the way in curb-
ing a wide range of epidemics, from polio to smoking to
traffic crashes. Price and Oden’s article can jump-start

critical networking and information sharing about suc-
cessful gun violence prevention efforts being used in com-
munities across the country. Legislation alone can not
reduce gun violence. We need public health professionals
to collect local data on the extent of the firearm problem
in our communities. We need community-based program-
ming aimed at preventing gun violence. I commend local
public health departments that are presently doing work
to reduce gun violence and encourage other departments
to begin the process of addressing this epidemic.

Amy Friedman Rosenthal, MPA

Associate Director, Injury Prevention Center
Department of Emergency Medicine

Rhode Island Hospital, Hasbro Children's Hospital,
Miriam Hospital

Providence
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